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Grace Presbyterian Church             November 22, 2020 

Daniel 4: 34-37, Genesis 11: 1-9, Luke 1: 26-38 

"Nothing is impossible…” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

I’ve been talking with you about nothing for a reason. You know how 

important it is for you to know how much you need God. Because He exists, 

and calls us into relationship with Jesus Christ, it then becomes a critical 

conversation for you to understand why you need Him. Otherwise you may 

treat Him as just a hobby, or a weekly visit to an older relative. Your and my 

acknowledgement of our need of God, of Jesus, is the critical starting point 

for going forward in our faith, in our hope, in our understanding, in every 

part of what it means to experience the fullness of life. That’s why I’m 

talking about nothing, because where we experience the end of our 

resources—that is exactly where we begin to experience the profound 

beginning of God’s resources. That’s the widow’s story in 2 Kings 4. That’s 

the point of Jesus teaching us how to grow grapes better in John 15…Jesus’ 

life flowing through us to others. If it is not his life flowing through us, then 

we may not be having life flow through us at all. Sure, physical life carries 

on. But I am talking about the fullness of spiritual life, eternal life that 

begins in this life and carries on into the next. 

 

Part of our hitting bottom and knowing our need is also exploring at the 

same time the wonderful resources of God. I want to talk to you about this 

today. I’m turning to two very familiar Bible stories: the tower of Babel and 

the Annunciation to Mary. Normally on this Sunday, we hail Jesus as King, 

as the last Sunday before Advent (yes, next Sunday is Advent, and 

Christmas soon after that…) is Christ the King Sunday. Jesus is King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords. This is true every Sunday and everyday. I wanted 

Brian to read from Daniel about Nebuchadnezzar recovering from his mental 

illness and giving glory to God, as the king of Babylonia finding His 

Creator, the true King. Jesus is the true King. Appreciating Him as such 

comes as we know our own need and recognize who He is. These two 

concerns: recognizing our own need, and recognizing who God is are critical 

for daily worship, daily relationship with God, daily giving of our crises, 

challenges, problems, joys, surprises and wonders to God. So here we are. 

 

Back in the book of beginnings that we call Genesis in English, we find 

explanations for why life is so beautiful and so broken at the same time. The 

beauty we find in creation and in human beings, is that we reflect our 
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Creator in our very existence and environment. The brokenness comes from 

our rebellious choices against God, beginning with the first human beings 

and continuing to this day. God was fed up with the human race, so He 

allowed a flood to wipe out everyone except Noah and his family. Once the 

flood receded, the human race began to repopulate the earth. Eventually, 

there were enough people to want to gather to build a city. Regarding 

provision, a city has the advantage of people trading with each other various 

goods and services. Regarding safety, it can be better defended against 

attacks from other broken human beings. Cities can be gathering places for 

the good that human beings provide one another. Unfortunately, you and I 

also know they can be gathering places for the worst side of humanity too. 

 

The story of Babel is the story of a new beginning in a city. The name itself 

in the original language meant “gate/residence of the gods,” and is likely 

identifiable with Babylon now inside modern Iraq. They thought it was the 

centre of the world, as Rome later claimed in history. But Babel sounds a lot 

like the Hebrew word for “confusion.” This ironic play on words gives a 

sense of where the story is going.*  

 

The people of that great city thought they were going to build the first 

skyscraper, build the tower right into heaven itself. They had the latest 

technology of bricks and tar, in which they placed a great deal of pride and 

hope. They wanted the fame and power of being able to name themselves, 

and live independently, full of pride. They were sure that they could stay 

together and never be scattered, by their own ingenuity.  They indeed had a 

power that was formidable. 

 

And God acknowledges that power, by saying, “Nothing they plan to do will 

be impossible for them…” (v. 6) There’s that word. God is affirming the 

power He has given human beings. Indeed, today we can visit a tower in 

Dubai called the Burj Khalifa, completed in 2010, which is 830 metres tall 

(2,723 feet) and 165 stories with the top story being 585 metres tall, (1927 

ft.). It is likely built on the sand, to make reference to another biblical story. 

The Tower of Babel is more than a building project or a building or an 

organization, like the United Nations is. It is a symbol of human hubris or 

pride. How does God deal with our pride and prideful movements? 

 

 
* Waltke, Bruce K. Genesis Zondervan, 2001, p. 178. 
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I’ve told one of the humorous parts of the story is the name of the tower. The 

other is how Moses the author of Genesis tells the story of God deciding to 

come down to see this skyscraper project the humans were endeavoring to 

make. So He came down to see this project, and He decides that He will 

keep His promise to not wipe people out again, but also to make sure they 

will not use their collective agreement powers against Him. Do you know 

we have a powerful ability to agree together positively for good? We can 

build one another up. We can also use that same ability for evil. We can tear 

one another down. So God decides to restrain human pride and mixes up the 

languages people speak. So each individual then goes looking for a person 

they can find who speaks the same language. And that is how the nations 

were formed, by language families, and why there are so many languages 

today. People left Babylon and founded nations of their own around the 

world. 

 

“The postdiluvian tower builders are the spiritual heirs of the line of 

Cain, not Seth, as these comparisons show: both migrate eastward 

(4:16; 11:2) both build a city to establish a secure place and a 

meaningful existence without God (4:17; 11:4); both are proud 

manufacturers (4:19-24; 11:3-4); both are judged by being forced to 

migrate (4:12-13; 11:8) and both continue to propagate under the 

Lord’s blessing (4:17-24; ch. 10).”† 

 

Don’t choose to follow Cain. Choose Abel’s spirit of worship, and Seth’s 

following God. Instead of powerful unity in Babel city, we see confusion as 

the result of prideful independence from God. While God Himself says we 

are a powerful people, that power can be used in the wrong direction. 

Nothing may be impossible for us, yet when we continue to rebel against the 

One who created us, we can only expect confusion and difficulty. Now is the 

time, once again, to acknowledge your need of God, your need for direction, 

your trust in His resources as opposed to whatever you consider your 

resources and abilities to be. Human beings have written much about both 

utopian and dystopian futures. Science Fiction is a way to explore hopeful 

and fearful futures for humanity. Will it be that positive evolutionary, 

scientific way of figuring out all problems on our own, eliminating poverty, 

want and war, like Gene Roddenberry’s Star Trek consistently proposes? Or 

will it be like so many other sci fi series that have us developing artificial 

intelligence as our creation, which becomes smarter than we are, controls us, 

 
† Ibid., pp. 177-178. 
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destroys us, little by little or by holocaust. Will we develop illnesses that will 

kill most of us off? There are utopian and dystopian visions. Without God 

we simply speculate. With God, we have a future and a sure hope based in 

the reality of Jesus Christ. To Him we must turn in these days. He is not 

outwitted by the pandemic. 

 

About nine months before Jesus was born, God sent an angel named Gabriel 

to announce the fact to Mary. Please hear first and foremost, this is the 

wisest project and mission God ever undertook, more advanced than any 

human building project. He Himself was going to become one of us, with all 

the vulnerabilities of a human child. He was going to move into our 

neighborhood. But He doesn’t do so without extending the invitation to 

those involved with making it happen. The Christmas story starts at the 

Annunciation, where the angel tells Mary what’s going to happen. But it is 

more than telling her. (Luke 1: 26-38) 

 

Gabriel shows up one day, having successfully completed his mission six 

months before with Zechariah the priest. He gave Zechariah and by default 

Elizabeth, the good news that they were going to have a baby, passed the 

time of normal baby bearing, harkening back to Sarah getting the news 

through Abraham and the angels about Isaac. But Zechariah was going to 

have a baby boy, and he was to name him John. (Grace) John would later be 

known mainly for his baptizing, and so he got called the Baptist or the 

Baptizer. Meanwhile Mary is not too happy to have an angelic visitation. 

(“Mary was greatly troubled at his words ‘Greetings, you who are highly 

favored! The Lord is with you.’”(1:28-29) Why is she greatly troubled by 

such a wonderful greeting? Clearly, it is because the presence of Gabriel the 

angel who “stands in the presence of God” (1:19, 26) is a bit scary. She is 

wondering where all this is going. Could she fear coming into the judgment 

of God for her sins? Is she simply not taking in what is happening at this 

point? If that is the case, look out because the angel is about to deliver an 

amazing verbal gift and promise. The promise is that she will be pregnant. 

And that child is not just any child. That boy is going to be the fulfillment of 

all the messianic promises to Israel. That boy is going to become the way to 

relationship with God. 

 

His name is Jesus, “the LORD saves,” which is the English equivalent Yesus 

(Latin or Greek). In Hebrew, it was Yeshua. We would translate that name 

into English today as Joshua. Who was Joshua? He was the one who 

successfully led the people of God into the Promised Land after Moses 
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himself could not. He will be great. Jesus will lead His people to the 

Promised Land of salvation from their sins, of revelation that life goes 

beyond this life and Jesus is that Resurrection and Life. (John 11:25) We 

know this story, perhaps too well. The eternal kingdom is coming through 

Jesus, and Mary gets to have him as her baby boy. The Son of the Most 

High, God moves into the neighbourhood through her. And you know her 

question. How can this be since I haven’t been with a man sexually. I am 

engaged, but how can this be? (1:34) 

 

Surprisingly, the angel answers her. I would’ve kept the mystery a mystery 

if I writing the story, but the angel simply says that the Most High will do it. 

The baby will be literally the Son of God. Are you doubting this? Even 

Elizabeth your cousin whose biological clock is long overdue, is pregnant 

these six months. “How?” You ask. Good question. Let me tell you, the 

angel says. 

 

Nothing is impossible with God. There’s that word again. Does that surprise 

you? ὅτι οὐκ ἀδυνατήσει παρὰ τοῦ Θεοῦ πᾶν ῥῆμα (Luke 1:37) 

Literally, “because no word of God comes without power.” Nothing is 

impossible for our God. Now think for a minute on that. Take longer than a 

minute. Mary is in the presence of the angel. She is just trying to take it all 

in. She doesn’t react in unbelief, like Zechariah did in the story just before 

this one. She says she is the Lord’s servant. Her heart is set to serve the 

Lord. Is that your heart? Our Roman Catholic friends meditate a lot on 

Mary’s response to God. More than we do. But this is worth your reflection.  

 

Do you know in this season that God has your back, and your front? Do you 

know that whatever you face, you face it in the relationship to the One for 

whom nothing is impossible. He can do it. What is the biggest obstacle in 

your life to your serving God wholeheartedly? Think about that. He can take 

care of that. Now’s the time to give it to Him. He can bring life to the barren. 

He can bring life when it is unexpected. He can accomplish His mission 

through you. He can. Just say, “Yes. I am your servant.” And “may it be to 

me as you have said, O God.” Are you trusting Him today, for your greatest 

concerns, your worries, your anxieties, your future, your health, your 

resources, your schedule, your family, your children, your grandchildren, 

your friends, your opponents or those who need your forgiveness. I’ve 

recognized I have lots of friends and colleagues in this denomination that I 

have worked in for about forty years, who have hurt me, betrayed me, 

insulted me around my position of traditional marriage. Relationships have 
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broken in our denomination and my heart has been broken many times. But I 

know it is up to me to name them one by one and forgive them over and over 

again as the subject comes up. Maybe you have people in your life who have 

hurt you, and you didn’t deserve it. It is time to forgive. Do not attach 

yourself inappropriately to them. Give them to God. He will deal with all 

things in due season, at the right time. 

 

If Mary could trust the Lord, as a young woman for whom all this came out 

of the blue, you can too. This Christmas season will be different than every 

other one we have experienced. But the heart of the message is the same: 

give your sense of powerlessness to Jesus, of your control issues to Jesus, of 

your nothing to Jesus for whom nothing is impossible. Matthew 17:20 is an 

amazing passage in Scripture: Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, if you have 

faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from 

here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.  Yes, 

you! Why? Because you are in good relationship with God, His resources 

become your resources. 

 

But what does this mean “nothing will be impossible for you…?” It means 

everything you now fear and worry over can be taken care of by God. It 

means you don’t have to fear your own death and those of your loved ones. 

It means you don’t have to fear for your safety or for adequate provision in 

the days to come. It’ll be okay. Why? The One for whom nothing is 

impossible is with you. He is. 

 

Let us turn to Him. Let us pray. 

 
 


